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is a relatively superficial layer immediately below the conscious
threshold,   the  collective unconscious is  quite  unadapted
for consciousness under normal conditions, and hence by no
analytical technique can it be brought to conscious recollection,
being neither repressed nor forgotten.   In itself the collective
unconscious cannot be said to exist at all;  that is to say,
it is nothing but a possibility, that possibility in fact which
from primordial time has been handed down to us in the
definite form of mnemic images, or expressed in anatomical
formations in the very structure of the brain.   It does not
yield innate ideas, but inborn possibilities of ideas, which also
set definite bounds to the most daring phantasy.   It provides
categories of phantasy-activity, ideas a priori as it were,
the existence  of which cannot be ascertained except by
experience.   In finished or shaped material they appear only
as the regulative principle of its shaping, i.e.t only through the
conclusion derived a posterior from the perfected work of
art are we able to reconstruct the primitive foundation of the
primordial image.   The primordial image or archetype is
a figure, whether it be a daemon, man, or process, that repeats
itself in the course of history wherever creative phantasy
is   freely   manifested.     Essentially,   therefore,   it *ls   a
mythological figure.   If we subject these images to a closer
investigation, we discover them to be the formulated resultants
of countless typical experiences of our ancestors.   They are,
as it were, the psychic residua of numberless experiences
of the same type.   They depict millions of individual ex-
periences in the average, presenting a kind of picture of the
psychic life distributed and projected into the manifold
shapes of the mythological pandemonium.   These mytho-
logical forms, however, are in themselves themes of creative
phantasy that still await their translation into conceptual
language, of which there exist as yet only laborious beginnings.
These concepts, for the most part still to be created, could
provide us with an abstract scientific understanding of the
unconscious processes that are the roots of the primordial

